REGILDING THE CRESCENT
the veil must often be a comfort to the wearer.
Moreover, it was no invention of Islam, but
had been in constant use from ancient times.
Mohammed may have advocated, but never pre-
scribed it, although he doubtless knew enough of
the Arab temperament to realise the domestic
security it would afford.    In country districts, in
both Turkey and Morocco, it is rarely seen, and
I have seen it dispensed with in the Turkish
quarter of a town little more than fifty miles
from   Constantinople.    The mere  dropping of
the veil is, however, a  question  of secondary
importance.     The  real  problem is the social
emancipation of eastern women, with a view to
making them more capable mothers of the men
that Turkey is going to stand in need of.    Al-
though " Votes for Women " have actually been
proposed (and rejected) in the Ottoman Parlia-
ment, the true friends of Turkey have no desire
to see the evolution of a shrieking sisterhood, of
brazen manners, such as has latterly made political
life a burden in some western capitals.    Yet it
looks as if the time were at hand when women
will take their rightful place as comrades, and no
longer be regarded as  furniture.    They  need
education.    They need the freedom of a wider
horizon than that which is bounded by eunuchs,
sherbet and sweetmeats.    Of course, their im-
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